
Reedley College Library

COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY STATEMENT

Introduction
The role of the Reedley College Library is to support the learning experience for students faculty  and staff at Reedley College and the North Centers, Community Campus locations and online. As the programs and  information needs of the college change, collection development must evolve to meet these changing needs. All members of the college's communities are encouraged to contribute their ideas concerning the nature and content of the collection development policy.

Mission of the Library
This policy is intended to guide the building and enrichment of the collection in accordance with the mission of Reedley College. The mission of Reedley College is to provide an accessible, student‐centered educational environment featuring high‐quality learning opportunities, offering basic skills enhancement, associate degree programs, career technical education, and transfer‐level courses as an integral component for life‐long learning within a diverse local and global community.

A. The Library's primary goal in developing the collection is to support the educational programs of Reedley College. 

Intellectual Freedom
The Library collection attempts to provide for the free exchange of ideas in accordance with the Library Bill of Rights as adopted by the American Library Association. No censorship will be exercised on the basis of frankness of language, or the controversial manner an author may use in dealing with religious, political, sexual, social, economic, scientific, or moral issues as long as the materials fit into the general collection parameters of the Library.

Questioned Materials Procedures
Library faculty will refer the persons or groups who question or challenge materials to the office of the Vice President of Instuction at Reedley College or the Vice President of Instruction and Student Services at the North Centers. 
Selection Responsibility

Library faculty are responsible for the overall development of the library collections.  Faculty in all disciplines of the college are expected to take an active role in recommending library print and media materials. 
Students, college staff, and administrators are also encouraged to make recommendations for book and media purchases to the Library faculty. Requests for purchase of library materials, from all sources, will be considered in light of this document and in relation to the overall instructional and educational purposes of the college. An order for materials will be placed for the materials if funds are available, or the request will be placed in a future-orders file for such time when funds will allow it to be reconsidered for purchase.
Allocation of Funds and Collection Development

The allocation of funds and the comprehensiveness of the collection will reflect student demand for materials and discipline areas. Consideration will be given to the materials available in other area libraries in the immediate geographical locale. There are public libraries, hospital health libraries, and one California State University library. Interdistrct Inter-library loan oppertunties are also avaialble to students.  The Reedley College  collection is not designed to support all research needs in any area, but to provide at least basic or support  information in all the college disciplines and technical programs 
Selection and evaluation of materials

Materials for the library will be selected in the following order of priority:

· Curriculum support

· Outstanding items in other fields of knowledge

Materials considered for addition to the collection will be evaluated with attention given to:

· Written reviews

· Size and adequacy of the current collection

· Potential use of materials by students and faculty

· Appropriateness for lower-division college use and

· Currency (current material is given high priority)
Library Materials

Books (Circulating Collection)

The library will purchase single copies of hardbound books whenever possible. Multiple copies will be purchased when demand for title warrants multiple copies. Relative price when compared to long term value and use will determine the purchase of paperback editions.

Reference

The Reference collection is composed of information sources that are utilized in the library and are needed close at hand to assist in responding to information requests from patrons. With few exceptions, reference materials are not meant to be read continuously from beginning to end, but contain relatively short and discrete articles or bits of information which users will consult on or a few at a time. Reference materials include, but are not limited to, indexes, encyclopedia, handbooks, directories, dictionaries, and compilations of statistics.

Reference material is chosen because of its authority, scope, treatment, arrangement, cost and need. It must be as up to date as possible for the provision of current and reliable information. Superceded editions that are removed from the reference collection may be added to the circulatuing collection if the information in them is not obsolete or likely to be misleading to users. 
Textbooks

Textbooks are not normally selected for purchase. However, exceptions will be made when textbooks are considered classics by experts in the field, when other kinds of books in a curricular area are sparse, or when textbooks treat important areas not otherwise represented in the collection. No attempt will be made to purchase every textbook that is being used for courses at the college. 
Fiction

The library will purchase current fiction when it is of sufficient literary merit and contributes to the overall enrichment of the library collection. Efforts will be made to provide a balanced, representative selection reflecting the cultures of the world and the world‘s major literary figures, along with the supporting biographical and critical studies.

Serials

Serials include journals, magazines, newspapers, print and electronic abstracts and indexes. Since every journal title represents a ongoing expense, titles will be added very selectively. The library faculty in consultation with the area faculty will periodically evaluate the serials collection and identify titles no longer needed, so that new titles may be added. Local, some regional and national newspapers will be acquired. Periodical Titles and back issues will be weeded under the guidance of faculty librarians. Gift subscriptions and back issues of serials will be accepted if they meet the criteria of this collection development policy. However, in no case will serials older than four years be accepted on a routine basis.

Media Resources

The library will purchase audiovisual materials needed to support the curriculum in all formats for which it has equipment or facilities. Current formats include disc recordings, audio tapes, video tapes, and dvds. These formats may expand as technology changes.  The library will only purchase video tapes and dvds that are closed captioned. Dvd media is prefered over VHS. 

The library normally acquires audiovisual materials at the request of faculty members. Requests for  more expensive materials will be scrutinized more closely than requests for inexpensive materials. Factors such as potential use, published reviews, the quality of the product, and overlap with material already owned will be considered. The library may choose to purchase an item for which demand is great even if the item is available from a free loan source.

Online Databases

The library also acquires databases in Web format. These databases will be selected by librarians  as needed to support the curriculum.  Remote accessabilty of the database will be a critera for selection. 
Government Publications

The library is not a federal or state depository and does not maintain a separate collection of government publications. Government publications, whether monographs or serials, are acquired and integrated into the collection as appropriate.

E-books

The library will aquire e-book collections selected and offered by the Community College League. Other e-book purchases will be evaluaded using the same criteria and print monographs. 
Additional Guidelines

Instructional Reserve Collection

The Reserve Collection supports the instructional program by  providing library resources, which are directly related to curricular offerings. The specific aim of this collection are to
provide reserve materials as required or recommended and chosen by the faculty for student use 

Reserve materials have a more restricted loan period. The loan period may range from internal use only to one week. Faculty may request that items be placed in this collection, but ultimate responsibility lies with the Library faculty.

Faculty are responsible for providing the appropriate number of copies of photocopied materials in accordance with the copyright law.

Gifts

The selection of  materials received as gifts will be governed by the same criteria that govern the selection of purchased items. The library reserves the right to dispose of duplicate and unwanted material. Disposal may be by direct sale, by gifts to other libraries, by discard, or other appropriate means. The library is not responsible for a monetary statement to the donor for tax purposes but will acknowledge receipt of the materials. The library assumes no responsibility for the use donors make of such acknowledgements.

Special Collections and Materials

College Archives

The library will maintain materials selected to document the history of the College. These materials will be maintained by librarians as appropriate.

Collection Maintenance/Un-needed Materials

Library faculty will withdraw and discard library materials when, in their professional judgement, such a course of action is necessary to remove unneeded material. Continous evaluation of holdings is an essential ongoing routine in which unneeded materials are removed permanetly from the library collection. Examples of unneeded materials which might be targeted for withdrawal could include multiple copies, badly damaged or deteriorated materials, out-of-date or chronically unused materials, dated periodicals, and obsolete media materials.

Whenever possible, faculty members and other subject specialists should be invited to participate in the weeding process to assure that materials of historical or research interest are not inadvertently removed. Weeded materials are offically withdrawn from the collection and disposed of by direct sale, by gifts to other libraries, by discard, or other appropriate means.

Missing, heavily used materials, determined to be necessary for teaching or research, will be replaced as quickly as possible if they are still available. Other materials will be replaced upon the recommendation of the Library faculty. 

Reedley College provides an accessible, student‐centered educational

environment featuring high‐quality learning opportunities. We offer basic skills

enhancement, associate degree programs, career technical education, and

transfer‐level courses as an integral component for life‐long learning within a

diverse local and global community.

	


Library Bill of Rights

The Council of the American Library Association reaffirms its belief in the following basic policies that should govern the services of all libraries:

As a responsibility of library service, books and other library materials selected should be chosen for values of interest, information and enlightenment of all the people of the community. In no case should library materials be excluded because of the race or nationality or the social, political, or religious views of the authors.

Libraries should provide books and other materials presenting all points of view concerning the problems and issues of our times; no library materials should be proscribed or removed from libraries because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

Censorship should be challenged by libraries in the maintenance of their responsibility to provide public information and enlightenment.

Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.

The rights of an individual to the use of a library should not be denied or abridged because of his age, race, religion, national origins or social or political views.

As an institution of education for democratic living, the library should welcome the use of its meeting rooms for socially useful and cultural activities and discussion of current public questions. Such meeting places should be available on equal terms to all groups in the community regardless of the beliefs and affiliations of their members, provided that the meetings are open to the public.
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