Reading Assignment Plus (RAP)

BA 28 – Chapter 8 – Professional Ethics
Reading Assignment:  Chapter 8’s main crux of emphasis is on the Software Engineering Code of Ethics and Professional Practice.  As an engineer in this field, it is important that you spend some time considering these principles of ethics, why they were developed and how they pertain to you.  Pay special attention to page 402 – 410, and read carefully through the Analysis of the Code starting on page 410.  It is important that you know these principles that have been laid down for your benefit to assist you and give you a Code of Ethical and Professional Conduct.  Every mature profession has a Code of Ethics, and the field that you have chosen is no exception, so know what you are doing and consider those principles that govern you as you eventually obtain your certification into this vast growing profession.

PowerPoint & Student Notes:  Print off the student notes and review the PowerPoint under this chapter. Fill in the student note blanks as you review.

Vocabulary Plus:  In this section, you need to look up the following words and write down the definitions of those words and acronyms that you are not familiar with as you read through the chapter.  If you already know the definition and are very familiar with the term, skip over it.  Remember however that you could be tested on these words, so it is imperative that you know them.  Included in this list are also a few names of important people, places and companies that you need to know as you study your chapter.

Profession:

Characteristics of a Profession:

IEEE (Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers) -CS:

ACM:

Software Engineer:

Software Engineering Code of Ethics and Professional Practice:

Virtue Ethics:

The Nicomachean Ethics:

Whistleblowing:

Morton Thiokol:

Moral Duty:

Role Responsibility:

Causal Responsibility:

Legal Responsibility:

Accreditation:

Certification:

Chapter Questions: (Look it UP)

For Computer-Related Careers Certification and licensing are required.   T
F

The process by which candidates are evaluated to determine their readiness to enter the profession is called ______________________.
A mature profession insists that its member complete an initial professional education.  The process by which the profession assures that this formal course work meets its standards is called ______________________.

Licensing gives the members of a profession the _________ right to practice the profession.

What is a whistleblower? What harm does it cause?  What benefits may it provide?
Define, “Role Responsibility”:

What is a “software Engineer”?

What do the three “E’s” stand for in IEEE-CS?

According to Aristotle, moral virtue results from what?

According to Michael McFarland, a team of engineers has more moral accountability than any of its members.

True

False
Who is Morton Thiokol?
Summarize the Software Engineering Code of Ethics and Professional Practice:

Why is it important for Software Engineers to have a Code of Ethics and how do they pertain to you?
Digging Deeper:

Describe virtue ethics in your own words:
What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of virtue ethics:

The text gives James Rachels’s short list of 24 virtues.  Come up with a list of 5 additional virtues.

E-Links:
IEEE-CS Webpage:

http://www.computer.org/portal/web/guest/home
Software Engineering Code of Ethics and Professional Practice (Short Version)

http://www.acm.org/about/se-code
NOTES: 
