BRITISH DEBATES THOREAU TOPICS
1.  That government is best which governs not at all.

2.  The only obligation which I have a right to assume is to do at any time what I think right 

–OR- 

Let your life be a counter friction to stop the machine.

3.  Absolutely speaking, the more money, the less virtue

--OR-

I see young men, my townsmen, whose misfortune it is to have inherited farms, houses, barns, cattle, and farming tools; for these are more easily acquired than got rid of.  Better if they had been born in the open pasture and suckled by a wolf, that they might have seen with clearer eyes what field they were called to labor in.  (Walden)

-OR-

A man is rich in proportion to the number of things which he can afford to let alone.  (Walden)
4.  Our inventions are wont to be pretty toys, which distract our attention from serious things.  They are but improved means to an unimproved end, an end which it was already but too easy to arrive at; as railroads lead to Boston or New York.  We are in great haste to construct a magnetic telegraph from Maine to Texas; but Main and Texas, it may be, have nothing important to communicate.  (Walden)

5.  The mass of men serve the state not as men mainly, but as machines, with their bodies.

--OR-

Even voting for the right is doing nothing for it.

6.  There are 999 patrons of virtue to one virtuous man

7.  I never found the companion that was so companionable as solitude  

 –OR--  

The man who goes alone can start today, but he who travels with another must wait until that other is ready (Walden)
8.  _______________ You may choose your own from the writings of Thoreau.
Such as…

Do not be too moral. Aim above morality.  Be not simply good; be good for something.

Do not hire a man who does your work for money, but him who does it for the love of it.

How vain it is to sit down to write when you have not stood up to live.

Men have become the tools of their tools.

Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is in prison.

Water is the only drink for a wise man.

There is no remedy for love but to love more.

