Biblical Poetry and Psalms

There are 5 elements to the Psalms

1. Type

a. Petition

b. Lament

c. Blessing

d. Cursing

e. Wisdom, instruction, and/or meditation

2. Mood

a. Praise and thanksgiving

b. Enthronement and Messianic

3. Relational Structure

a. God and I

b. God and other divine beings

c. God and Israel

d. God and nature

4. Imagery

a. Metaphor

b. Simile

c. Metonymy

d. Synecdoche

5. Parallelism

a. Synonymous

b. Antithetical

c. Synthetic, Climactic/ Formal

