A Quick Guide to MLA Parenthetical Citations and Works Cited 
General Guidelines: You must cite your sources of information whether you quote the material directly or paraphrase. Either way the author or source of information must be acknowledged. 

(1) The titles of major works or publications (books, periodicals, films, albums, plays, long poems, pamphlets, Web sources, etc.) should be in italics. (2) The titles of short works or units of longer works should be indicated by “quote marks” (chapter title in a book, article title in a periodical, song on an album, poems, etc.). (3) In the Works Cited, list the medium of publication (Print, Film, Performance, CD, Web, etc.) for each entry. Note: The date you accessed a Web sources is required, but it is no longer necessary to list the URL for Web sources unless the source is difficult to find or your instructor requires URLs. (4) In the Works Cited, cite the volume and issue numbers for every journal article found in a periodical.

Parenthetical Citations:  MLA allows using a brief citation enclosed in parentheses ( ) in the text of your paper for documentation. The citation should be immediately after the material you quoted or paraphrased. One of the following is needed, depending on the information you have available: (1) Author’s last name and the page number, (2) Title and page number, if no author, (3) Page number only if author is already named, (4) Quotation from another source. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“For all of the difficulties in mastering language, it is possible to say what you mean [and] to mean what you say” (Postman 81).

“Writing is an acquired skill that takes practice” (“The Writing Pamphlet” 2).

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Postman thinks we need to look to the past to find our future (11).

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Marshall McLuhan said, “The medium is the message” (qtd. in Postman 71). 
Works Cited:  The Works Cited lists all of the sources quoted or paraphrased in your paper, along with their complete bibliographic information, listed alphabetically by author’s last name. Indent (one tab) all lines of bibliographic information after the first one. Note the punctuation.  

Books: (Author’s last name, first name. Book Title. City of publication: Publisher, Year. Medium.)

A Book by One Author:  


Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century. New York: Vintage, 1999. Print.
A Book by Two or Three Authors: 
Rosa, Alfred, and Paul Eschholz. Models for Writers. 10th ed. Boston: Bedford/St.

 Martin’s, 2010. Print.
A Book or Pamphlet by a Corporate Author: 

Bank of America. Deposit Agreement and Disclosures. San Francisco: Bank of America,

2008. Print. 
A Magazine Article:   (Author’s last name, first name. “Article Title in Quote Marks.” Magazine
 Title Date: Page numbers. Medium.) 


Walsh, Kenneth T. “Great Campaign Moments.” U.S. News & World Report 4 Feb. 2008: 

 28-29. Print. 

A Journal Article:  (Author’s last name, first name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume

 number. Issue number (Year): Page numbers. Medium.)


Achenbach, Joel. “When Yellowstone Explodes.” National Geographic 216.2 (2009): 

56-69. Print. 

A Newspaper Article: 


Burke, Garance. “Water Crisis a Federal Priority.” Fresno Bee 13 Aug. 2009: A5. Print.

An Interview:  (Person you interviewed last name, first name. Medium. Date of interview.)


Wilson, Daniel. Personal interview. 27 July 2009.


Fletcher, Barbara. Telephone interview. 12 Mar. 2008.
Electronic Sources: (same as above, but add date you accessed the information after “Web.”)
An Article in an Online Magazine:


Kaplan, Fred. “Frank Lloyd Wright’s Guggenheim Museum.” Slate. The Washington
Post Company. 12 Aug. 2009. Web. 15 Aug. 2009.

A Professional Home Page:  

American Library Association. Web. 2 Aug. 2007.
An Article in a Reference Database:  


“Globalization.” Encyclopaedia Britannica Online. Encyclopaedia Britannica 2008. Web.

15 May 2008. 
An Article Originally in Print in an Information Database:  


Toler, Stuart. “Surviving the Recession.” Times Herald Weekly 3 Mar. 2008 LexisNexis.

Web. 17 Sep. 2009.

Personal E-mail:  (Person sending e-mail. “Subject line.” Message to author [you]. Date. E-mail.


Johnson, Robert. “Re: New Specs on Hybrids.” Message to author. 3 June 2009. E-mail. 
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