Component 8/Unit 1 – Elements of a Typical EHR System
Self Assessment Questions

This unit provides an overview of what a typical electronic health record system is and focuses on the elements that make up such a system -- hardware, networks, software, and storage requirements. 
1. Which of the following, according to the IOM, is a software element of an EHR?

a. Patient support

b. Software

c. Hardware

2. Which of the following is one of the four key components of any EHR system?

a. Provides mobility for healthcare workers

b. Provides “longitudinal health data” on individuals
c. Provides secure access by sacrificing efficiency

3. Most EHR systems today are based on what kind of computer model?

a. Hardware-software

b. Client-server

c. Hosted

4. What are three things to consider when purchasing an EHR server?

a. Reliability, performance, scalability

b. Size of the unit, performance, power consumption

c. Client-Server, Service Requester, client requests

5. Name three types of servers you may find in a typical EHR system?

a. Hardware, RAM, Dell

b. Configuration, terminal, VPN

c. Application, Database, Citrix

d. Internal, external, hosted

6. Software can be defined as:

a. The nuts and bolts that make things work. 

b. The physical components of servers.

c. A collection of computer programs and related data that provide the   instructions telling a computer what to do.

d. A collection of computers and devices connected by communications channels that facilitates communications among users and allows users to share resources with other users. 
7. Hardware can be defined as:

a. The physical components that make things work.  
b. Data needed to tell the computer what to do and how to behave.

c. Fast, low cost PC systems that permeate the workplace often less than $500 each.

d. A computer designed to efficiently run server applications.  
8. True or False: Server applications and client applications can exist on the same physical device.

a. True

b. False

Answer Key for Unit 1

1. A. Patient support
Ref: 1b: Slide 3

Objective Reference 1
2. B. Provides “longitudinal health data” on individuals. Other key components include: a) Provides immediate, yet secure, electronic access; b) enhances quality, safety and efficiency of patient care; c) makes health care more efficient
Ref: 1a: Slide 7

Objective Reference 1

3. B. Client-server
Ref: 1a: Slide 14

Objective Reference 1

4. A. Reliability, performance, scalability
Ref: 1b: Slide 8

Objective Reference 1

5. B. Application, Database, Citrix, or Terminal
Ref: 1b: Slide 2

Objective Reference 1

6. C. Software is a collection of computer programs and related data that provide the instructions telling a computer what to do.
Ref: 1a: Slide 11

Objective Reference 3

7. A. Hardware is the physical components that make things work.  
Ref: 1a: Slide 11

Objective Reference 1

8. A. True. Although installing server applications onto dedicated server hardware usually increases efficiency and reliability of the application, installation of both server and client applications onto one device could be warranted or even encouraged in some cases, particularly in smaller environments. 
Ref: 1a: Slide 14

Objective Reference 1
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