Component 6/Unit 5 – Suggested Student Application Activity
Assignment: Think about the following scenario.

A nurse on the unit in an acute care hospital scans the bar codes of a patient’s wristband and the medication each time a medication is administered. On occasion an alert that the medication about to be administered is contra-indicated for the patient is shown.  

Then listen and watch the youtube video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjnyDNZE3RY&feature=related
Next write down the answers to the following questions and submit them to the instructor:

1. Why is this scenario an example of clinical decision support?
2. What would be a benefit of the clinical decision support?

3. What is the role of clinical decision support in this situation?

4. Why is clinical decision support important at the point of care?
Instructor Guidelines for Application Activity

Assignment: At the conclusion of the Unit, have each student read through the scenario, watch the video, and answer the four questions. 

1. Why is this scenario an example of clinical decision support?
Provides the nurse with filtered clinical knowledge appropriate for the patient and provided at an appropriate time to influence patient care.
2. What would be a benefit of the clinical decision support?

Reduce adverse events, errors, and costs. Foster adherence to quality guidelines, proper means of care.

3. What is the role of clinical decision support in this situation?

Following a process leads to better outcomes. What clinical decision support does is encourage the better process.

4. Why is clinical decision support important at the point of care?
Clinical decision support is the tool that helps deliver the right information to the right person, at the right place and time for the right situation.
Expected Outcomes for Student Activity
Assignment: The outcome of this assignment is a paper with the answers to all four questions similar to what is noted above. 
Unit Objectives:  
Describe the fundamental requirements of an effective Clinical Decision Support Systems (CDSSs).

Discuss how clinical practice guidelines and evidence-based practice affect CDSSs.
References: Lecture 1 and youtube video
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