Component 6/Unit 3 – Suggested Student Application Activities 

Lecture 1: 

Discussion Topic: Think about how the use of an EHR affects patient care safety, efficiency of care practices, and patient outcomes. Answer the following questions:

· What are the major benefits of an electronic record to the patient, the clinician, the health care facility, and the public?

· What are the major barriers to implementing an EHR in health care facilities?

· What steps might be taken to promote the benefits and overcome barriers to widespread adoption of EHRs?

Lecture 2:

Discussion Topic: Consider the connection of EHRs to the Health Information Exchange (HIE) and the Nationwide Health Information Network (NHIN) initiatives. What role does the EHR play in HIE? What is the impact of HIE and NHIN on health care delivery and the practice of health care providers? 

Unit Overall:

Assignment: Research and identify the efforts going on in your state to further advance the adoption of EHRs. Write a two page paper describing the results of your investigation. Include your opinion on how likely the efforts will be successful and your rationale for this conclusion.

Instructor Guidelines for Application Activities

Lecture 1: Upon conclusion of the lecture, present (or post if online) the discussion topic. Facilitate the discussion, assess student remarks, and provide input as necessary to ensure students have successfully understood the material.

Lecture 2: Upon conclusion of the lecture, present (or post if online) the discussion topic. Facilitate the discussion, assess student remarks, and provide input as necessary to ensure students have successfully understood the material.

Assignment: At the conclusion of the Unit, have students research and identify the efforts going on to further advance the adoption of EHRs in the state in which they live. Students should submit a two page paper that describes the results of their investigation and their opinion on its chance for success.

Expected Outcomes for Student Activities

Lecture 1: Students should respond by (a) identifying at least one benefit of an electronic record to the patient, the clinician, the health care facility, and the public, (b) naming major barriers to implementing an EHR in health care facilities, and (c) describing a process to enhance the benefits and overcome the barriers. 

Objective/Reference:  This assignment assesses objectives 3 and 4 and is covered in lecture 1 (comp6_unit3-1_lecture_slides.ppt).
Lecture 2: Students should respond with an explanation of how the EHR is the central component of HIE and the impact HIE and NHIN will have on health care delivery and the practice of health care providers.

Objective/Reference:  This assignment assesses objectives 5 and 6 and is covered in lecture 2 (comp6_unit3-2_lecture_slides.ppt).
Assignment: The outcome is of this assignment is a two page paper summarizing the student’s research findings of the efforts going on to adopt EHRs in her state along with an explanation of the likelihood the state initiatives will be successful.

Objective/Reference:  This assignment assesses objectives 6 and 8 and is covered in lectures 1 and 2 (comp6_unit3-1_lecture_slides.ppt and comp6_unit3-2_lecture_slides.ppt).
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