Component 6/Unit 6 – Suggested Student Application Activity
Assignment: Watch the youtube video - VA Telehealth: Real-Time Access To Care http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJvmsMZoBzw. As you listen, identify how the VA Telehealth program supports clinical care for veterans and determine the economic benefit. Formulate an opinion on whether or not the program is effective from the patient and the provider standpoint. Write up your findings and judgment in a paper and submit to your instructor.

Instructor Guidelines for Application Activity

Assignment: At the conclusion of the Unit, have the students watch the video and instruct them to jot down the information they hear that identifies how the VA Telehealth program supports clinical care for veterans and the economic benefit it is having.  As they are listening to the video, have them decide if they believe the program has been effective from both the patient and provider perspective. Instruct them to submit their findings and judgment in a paper. 

Expected Outcomes for Student Activity

Assignment: The outcome of this assignment is a paper describing their conclusion including their opinion on how effective the program has been. Points from the videos include telemedicine 1) provides the ability to offer specialty care, 2) makes care more accessible thereby giving veterans the opportunity to receive quality health care and improving the quality of life for veterans, 3) allows the provider to be more efficient and effective, and 4) increases the number of times a veteran is seen by a doctor allowing patients to receive the care they need. The outcome is patient and veterans are better satisfied with their care. 

Unit Objectives:  
1. Discuss how Telehealth communication technologies support clinical care.

2. Discuss the effectiveness and economic benefit of Telehealth.
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