
Component 4/Unit 4

Discussion Questions 
1. Explain the difference between application software and system software.
2. What types of application software would someone use at home?  At work?  
3. When is it okay to install software that you didn’t pay for?  When is it not okay?  Give examples of software that’s free and software that you must purchase.

4. What is an operating system?  Why is it so important?

5. What are all the different system components that the operating system manages? In your own words, give a 1-2 sentence explanation of each.
6. What is the difference between an OS for a PC, a handheld and an embedded system?  Give an example OS for each type.
7. What is a file system?  Why do you need one?  How does the operating system interact with the file system?

8. What is the difference between the FAT and NTFS file systems?  Why should only NTFS file systems and not FAT file systems be used in a health care setting?  Why are FAT file systems unacceptable in this setting?
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