
Component 2/Unit 5

Discussion Questions with Expected Outcomes
1. Pick a health information technology research question or intervention you might like to study and describe (briefly) how you would design the best study to obtain the best evidence.

Expected Outcome:  The expected outcome should be a student devising an answerable question and selecting a study design to test the question to obtain the best possible evidence. This would likely be a randomized controlled trial with a control and experimental group.

Objective(s): 2-3

Lecture(s): 5-3
2. Do you agree with Richard Smith that medical journals should not publish clinical trials of pharmaceutical products? Why or why not?

Expected Outcome: Discuss the benefits and limitations of the publishing process for biomedical research, including peer review, conflict of interest, and “gaming” the process.

Objective(s): 2

Lecture(s): 5-2
3. Come up with a question about health you recently had, and find some evidence to answer it. You do not need to use original scientific literature nor do you need to calculate EBM statistics (although you may if you like); just find an answer to the question in a biomedical journal article or on the Web that gives some level of evidence that you can use to judge your answer. Do not copy and paste from the article, but instead cite it and summarize it in your own words.

Expected Outcome: Answers will vary.

Objective(s): 2-3

Lecture(s): All
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