
Component 11/Unit 8

Assignment Key
Review the following Sample Data Dictionary.

Develop additional components of a Master Patient Index – information that is collected on all patients.  The fields below are not inclusive of all parts of the Master Patient Index.

You may use a spreadsheet or basic table format to show your work.

Sample Data Dictionary: Resource: LaTour K, Eichenwald-Maki S,  Health information management concepts, principles and practices. 3rd ed. Chicago: AHIMA Press 2010. (pp 131-132)

The name of the table (e.g. Master Patient Index)
Field names/attribute (e.g. Date of birth)
Data type collected:  Text or alpha numeric (e.g. Alphanumeric)

A description of the field/attribute (e.g. Month/day/year of birth)
The format for collecting the information (e.g. date of birth DD/MM/YYYY)

The number of characters that can be collected  (e.g.8)
The range of the numbers/values  A-Z, 0-1million  (e.g. none stated)
If it is required or not (e.g. yes)
If there is a relationship with other attributes (e.g. yes, compared to last name, first name, middle initial)
______________________________________________________________________

Table Name: Master Patient Index
This is ONE discrete field

Field Name
Date of Birth

Data type
Alphanumeric 

Description
Month/day/year of birth of patient being 
registered

Format
DD/MM/YYYY

Maximum characters
8

Range
None needed

Required: Yes, No
Yes

Relationship to Other Fields
Compare to last name, first name, middle 
initial

______________________________________________________________________

Continue to develop the data dictionary for the Master Patient Index
Add the following fields:
Patient Last Name

Patient First Name

Patient Medical Record Number

Patient Gender
______________________________________________________________________

Field Name
Patient Last Name

Data type
Alphanumeric 

Description
Last Name of patient being registered

Format
Alphabetical

Maximum characters
20

Range
None needed

Required: Yes, No
Yes

Relationship to Other Fields
Merge with first name and middle initial; 
compare with date of birth and medical 
record number

______________________________________________________________________
Field Name
Patient First Name

Data type
Alphanumeric 

Description
First Name of patient being registered

Format
Alphabetical

Maximum characters
20

Range
None needed

Required: Yes, No
Yes

Relationship to Other Fields
Merge with last name and middle initial; 
compare with date of birth and medical 
record number

______________________________________________________________________

Field Name
Patient Medical Record Number

Data type
Numeric 

Description
Unique assigned number of patient being 
registered

Format
Numeric

Maximum characters
6 (may vary depending on facility)

Range
000000 to 999999 (may vary depending 
on facilityY)

Required: Yes, No
Yes

Relationship to Other Fields
Compare to last name, first name, middle 
initial and date of birth

______________________________________________________________________

Field Name
Patient Gender

Data type
Alphanumeric 

Description
Gender of patient being registered

Format
Numeric

Maximum characters
1

Range
M, F, U (unknown)

Required: Yes, No
Yes

Relationship to Other Fields
Compare to last name, first name, middle 
initial and date of birth
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