
Component 11/Unit 3

Discussion Questions with Expected Outcomes
1. Despite decades of research, the older diagnostic decision support systems such as MYCIN and QMR failed to achieve widespread use. Will advances in the EHR or other areas of informatics make diagnostic decision support more useful in the near future? If so, how?

Expected outcomes of discussion:

The discussion should note the historic reasons why diagnostic decision support did not achieve widespread use, one of which was the need to re-enter data already entered into the (historically paper-based) medical record. With more data increasingly available in the EHR, it is possible that diagnostic decision support might be more feasible.

Objective(s):  3

Lecture(s): 3-2, 3-3
2. There are growing calls for mandatory e-Prescribing in the US. Will this help or hinder the cause of improving health care via information technology? Should we support these efforts?

Expected outcomes of discussion:

The discussion should compare the advantages and disadvantages of complete computerized provider order entry (CPOE) vs. just using computerized order entry for prescribing (e-prescribing).

Objective(s):  5

Lecture(s): 3-5, 3-6
3. We still have a long way to go for widespread use of EHRs, CPOE, and CDS. What are the most important next research questions to ask and investigate based on what we have learned to date?
Expected outcomes of discussion:

This question covers the content of all units and should focus on areas where the value or techniques of clinical decision support are still in need of further exploration to define the best approaches.

Objective(s):   all

Lecture(s): all
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