
Answer Key for Discussion Questions for Component4/Unit 1
1. Define what a computer is.

A computer is a programmable electronic device that can store, process and retrieve data.

Objective a.

2. What are the different types of computers?

Personal computers, servers, mainframes, supercomputers, embedded computers.

Objective b.
3. Name the different hardware components of a computer.

Input devices, output devices, motherboard, processor (CPU), memory, secondary storage, removable storage, connectors and ports.

Objective c.

4. What should you consider before selecting a new computer?

Application requirements, data storage requirements, budget, mobility, up to date reviews.

Objective d.

5. Why were computers developed?

To automate routine calculations.

Objective e.

6. What event(s) led to the soaring popularity of personal computers in the 1990's?
Many events.  The integrated circuit led to smaller, faster, cheaper processors.  The Internet became commercialized.  Software started to have graphical user interfaces which made the software easier to use.

Objective e.
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