Reading Assignment Plus (RAP)

BA 28 – Chapter 1 – Milestones in Computing

Reading Assignment:  Read chapter 1.  Pay special attention to the computer sections of the chapter:  1.2 Milestones in Computing (p.5.); 1.2.6 First Commercial Computers (p. 13); 1.2.7 Programming Languages and Time-Sharing (p.15); 1.2.9 IBM System/360 (p.17); 1.2.10 Microprocessor (p. 18); 1.2.11 Personal Computer (p.19); and sections 1.3.7 through 1.5, which covers a wealth of information regarding the beginning of computers.  Most of the information will be a refresher, for those of you who have taken a basic computer course.  Much of the vocabulary will also be terms that you are very familiar with; however, you could be tested on this material, so a refresher of this information is very important.

PowerPoint & Student Notes:  Print off the student notes and review the PowerPoint under this chapter. Fill in the student note blanks as you review.

Vocabulary Plus:  In this section, you need to look up the following words and write down the definitions of those words and acronyms that you are not familiar with as you read through the chapter.  If you already know the definition and are very familiar with the term, skip over it.  Remember however that you could be tested on these words, so it is imperative that you know them.  Included in this list are also a few names of important people, places and companies that you need to know as you study your chapter.  
ENIAC: 

EDVAC:

Ferranti Mark 1:

CRT’s:

UNIVAC:

IB M:

FORTRAN:

COBAL:

BASIC:

Homebrew Computer Club:

Bill Gates:

Steve Jobs:

Steve Wozniak:

VisiCalc:

Apple I & II:

DOS:

Altair BASIC:

Christian Oersted:

Alexander Graham Bell:

George Stibitz:

ARPANET:

Killer app:

Internet

Circuit-Switched Network:

Packet-Switched Network:

NSFNET:

Broadband:

Codex:

Johannes Gutenberg:

Hypertext:

WWW:

HyperCard:

PARC:

Ethernet:

Tim Berners-Lee:

Web browser:

Search Engines:

Crawler-based search engines:

Information Technology (IT):

CD:

MP3:

Chapter Questions:
What are the two principal catalysts for the Information Age?  _____________________

Give some examples of aids to manual calculating:

The mechanical adding machines of Pascal and Leibniz were not widely adopted for what reason?  ______________________

What is a data-processing system?

The first commercial electronic digital computers were produced just after WWI.                True 

    False

What does IBM stand for?

Who wrote the, “Open Letter to Lobbyists,” complaining about software theft?  ______________

What is the most popular spreadsheet program today?  _________

What was the name of the company who provided IBM with the operating system for its PC?  _________________.

Which company produced the system/360, a family of 19 compatible mainframe computers?

What was the name of the man who dramatized “War of the Worlds”  _________

Which country has the fastest broadband connections in the world on average?  ___________. 

