FOR BA 18 – BUSINESS LAW AND THE LEGAL ENVIRONMENT

FIELD TRIP TO CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT

350 McAllister Street, San Francisco, CA  94102
Trip Date:  Wednesday, November 4, 2009
ITINERARY:
The details for our courthouse trip are as follows:

4:45 am – Bus will be parked in Parking Lot “S” for students/faculty to board

5:00 am– Bus will depart Fresno

8:30 am- 9:00 am - San Francisco Supreme Court Building- Arrival time will be approximately 3 hours and 30 minutes.
12:00 pm– Lunch at the Warf – (Free time)

3:00 pm – Depart Warf
7:00 pm – Arrive in Fresno
(Times may vary depending upon traffic, etc.)
CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT VISITATION ON 11/4/09
INFORMATION AND RULES

1. Please meet in Parking Lot “S”, located across from the State Center Community College District Office.  Please park your car at the south end of the lot over by the Child Development Center.  The bus will be waiting for us @ 4:45 am.  Please be on time.  We will be leaving at 5:00 am.  Make sure that your car is locked and that no valuables are left in the vehicle.  If you can park under a light, do so!
2. No guests, they are not covered by the college’s insurance.
3. Please dress appropriately.  No ripped or torn jeans, tank tops, etc.  Professional casual is recommended.  The weather might be a bit chilly, so bring a light coat or sweater.  Also, it could rain, so please bring an umbrella if necessary.
4. Please make sure that you only take what you can carry, do not leave anything of value on the bus once you exit the bus in San Francisco.  Laptops are not recommended, as they cannot be taken into the courthouse.  Also, please bear in mind that all electronic items will be confiscated at the door, and not be given back to you until you leave the courthouse. You might want to leave those things at home.

5. You might want to bring your camera for photo opportunities!  Again, you’ll have to leave it on the bus during the court proceedings.
There is absolutely no talking during the hearings.   Professional behavior expected at all times.  If you do talk during the hearings, you might be asked to leave.
6. You’ll need enough money for lunch and possibly dinner.  The recommendation is $25.00.  Also, we will be going to Pier 39 after we view the hearings in the morning.  There are many shops there, so you might want to bring a little extra spending money, credit card, etc., if you choose.   

7. While at Pier 39, please do not wander off by yourself.  You’ll need to keep an eye on the time as we will be giving you a meeting time for re-boarding the bus. (Bring a watch!)
8. Letter to instructor/employer:  Please see attached

9. Questions –   please call N. Holland @ 442-4600 – ext 8491 or e-mail nancy.holland@fresnocitycollege.edu   
Quick note:  Most employers and instructors are very willing to excuse you for this type of activity.  Please don’t assume that you will not be excused!
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Fresno City College Business Division

Memorandum

To:

Instructor and/or Employer
From:

Nancy Holland, 
                        BA 18 Business Law Instructor, Business Division


Fresno City College

Date:

10/5/09
Re:

Field Trip to the California Supreme Court on November 4, 2009
On Behalf of:  ___________________________________

The student listed above is in my BA 18 Business and the Legal Environment Law class. As part of our program, the class will be taking a field trip to the California Supreme Court in San Francisco.  During this visit, students will be learning about how the California Supreme Court operates, and will be hearing actual court hearing in progress. As a result, the student will miss your class or scheduled work appointment.  
This student understands that he/she is responsible for any assignments or work schedule they miss on that day.  Any accommodation or assistance you can provide to this student to allow them to be part of this experience will be greatly appreciated.  If you have additional questions, please contact me at 559-442-4600 ext. 8491 or via e-mail at nancy.holland@fresnocitycollege.edu.  Thank you.   
EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENT:

1.  Attend the field trip to the California Supreme Court in San Francisco on November 4, 2009
2.  Paper – 3 -4 pages in length, double spaced.  Cover sheet, 12 point font.  This is a graded assignment, so please run the spell checker, and check for grammatical and sentence structure errors.

2a Your paper will need to address the following questions:  

      What cases did you observe?  Of those cases, please state:

a. Parties to the Action

b. Facts Leading up the Dispute

c. Issues 

d. Attorneys (Names)

e. Comments regarding the justices questions, conversations with the attorneys, etc.

f. Your observations and opinions during the proceedings.

g. What you learned from this experience in seeing the Supreme Court in action.

3.  Please attach to your paper any brochures or programs that you obtain while at the courthouse concerning the cases or justices, etc.

4.  Extra Credit Due –  __11/20/09___
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