FRESNO CITY COLLEGE
Spanish 1 Beginning Spanish
Course Syllabus Spring 2010
Instructor:       María Delfina Coronel
Telephone:       (559) 442-4600 extension 8126
Office:             LA 129
Office hours:      See attachment
E-mail:             maria.coronel@fresnocitycollege.edu
Class hours:     See attachment

TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

Recognizing your talents and preferred learning style is my commitment.
It is my goal to create a learning environment that is centered on your needs!
SPECIAL NEEDS
 If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Act including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

BEGINNING SPANISH
4 units, 3 lecture hours, 2 lab hours, (Formerly

Spanish 1A)

ADVISORY: Eligibility for English 125 and 126 or English 153 or ESL

67 and 68 recommended.

 First semester Spanish listening, speaking, grammar, writing, reading, and vocabulary.  Designed for students who have no knowledge of Spanish.

Not open to students with credit in Spanish 3NS or 4NS. (CAN SPAN 2) (CSU-GE, UC)

WELCOME

I want to welcome you to Spanish 1. This is a beginner’s course. You will have many opportunities to learn and I am asking you to feel comfortable as you practice sounds and express yourself in this beautiful language. Our class allows for mistakes and we will practice in class and out of class to achieve a level of understanding required for this course. Let me know how I can assist you in class, in my office, by phone, e-mail, and any other way possible. I am here to serve you and make your experience of language learning a successful one.
COURSE OBJECTIVES/LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Given a social or academic situation, you will engage in conversation applying basic Spanish skills, in the area of formulaic words or sentences, by relating information about themselves, their families, their studies, their vacations, and your hobbies.   

· In a social or academic situation, you will select and use appropriate vocabulary in oral and written communication about the topics mentioned above.

· Based on classroom instructions you will be able to read and understand, mostly through scanning, specific information contained in newspaper ads, texts, and magazines on a restricted list of topics.

· Using classroom instruction you will be able to recognize in context 800-1200 words on familiar topics.  Use an active vocabulary of 300-500 words to converse about and/or describe familiar topics. 

· Based on classroom instructions you will be able to recognize cultural differences between Hispanic countries and the U.S.

LEARNER-CENTER ENVIRONMENT

This environment focuses on how you are learning the material and applying it. Active learning and your daily participation is required. You will receive Class Activity Points rather than attendance points. In the next paragraph I explain why is important to be here.

I will present some activities to check your understanding during the introduction of information. Therefore, I need you present to make sure you understand the content. After that, you will practice individually or in a group reading, writing, listening, and speaking activities. Working in class helps you practice and retain the information presented, plus, I am available to help you answer your questions.

YOU CAN DO IT! 

You will find out your preferred learning style in this class by answering a set of questions about how you learn best. You will get the results of your answers and a learning style will be identified. To help you succeed in this course I have created different practice activities for each lesson which target different learning styles. You will work by yourself to practice some skills and with others who have your same learning style when completing other tasks. You will support each other’s learning as you complete your activities.
In addition to working with students who have your preferred learning style, I will also create groups that include students of mixed abilities. You will benefit by working with other students who might serve as a resource for you, or you might be serving as a resource to others by tutoring them and practice what you just learned. 
And last, you will belong to a third group of students in which a mixture of prior knowledge about the topic will be shared. Some of you already know some expressions to say hello (hola), while others have no knowledge on personal greetings. You will be receiving couching by those who have more knowledge than you do, or you may be couching those who need it in your group.
Other resources available for you are the tutors in the tutoring center, me, using whatever mode of communication you prefer to use, other instructors in the language lab, and the online practices, which provide immediate feedback on your performance. ALL OF IT AT YOUR DISPOSAL!!
You should set aside 2 hours of work related to Spanish 1 for every hour we meet in the class. Your time should be spent on homework assignments, reviewing your notes, memorizing information, and practicing information learned by writing sentences.

The success you have in this course depends on your daily participation, uses of resources needed, and commitment to the completion of all activities (
TEXTBOOK
	


	VISTAS, Third Edition

Introducción a la lengua española

Copyright: © 2008
Binding: Hardcover
Pages: 638
Size: 8½" x 10½"
Student Edition with Supersite and Web-Sam Passcodes
ISBN: 978-1-60007-104-1
	 

	
	 Your text is required the second week of the semester.
	


You may but the text at the campus book store for ________$. 

If you buy a used text, you will still need to buy two codes for online access (Supersite and Web-Sam) from the publisher by calling (1-800-248-2813)
 ****No photocopies of the text are permitted
BLACKBOARD
Access to Blackboard is required. Log in to Blackboard at:  http://blackboard.fresnocitycollege.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp  
(Use your student ID for your username and your password).

In the section of documents you will find the activities and instructions for each set of daily activities we complete in this course.
WITHDRAWAL DATE
In order to avoid receiving an “F” pay attention to the withdrawal date of March 12, 2010. If you need to drop, do it before this deadline. After that, you will receive the earned grade.
ASSINGMENTS AND POINTS
 Your grade will be computed as follows:           
15%       Homework       
Your homework assignments are due online on Fridays, by 11:59 p.m. as stated in the course outline. You will have as many tries as you need for each assignment you complete. Each individual assignment is worth two points. There is an average of 20 assignments per lesson and there are five lessons during the semester (one assignment may take you about 10 minutes to complete).
15%       Quizzes      
You will have a quiz after reviewing sections of Contextos, .1.2 .3 and .4 of each lesson.
15%       Class Activity Credit               
This class emphasizes in practicing skills in oral and in writing. It is important that you are present to interact with your classmates as part of our activities. Be punctual from the beginning of class until dismissed. Also, have your materials ready (from textbook, lined paper, a dictionary, and a pen/pencil), speak Spanish when instructed, and participate in all assigned activities. You will receive all possible credit each class if you follow these specifications. I regret to notify you that I will not be able to give you credit for the day if I have to call for your attention constantly. And last, bring your text beginning the second week of the semester in order to receive full participation credit.
Reviewing material before each class will allow you to be ready to participate and to ask questions about information that was not clear to you.
**You will not be able to make-up points for participation**
15%       Lab attendance          (50 minutes per week- 20 points per visit)
You will attend the language lab individually at your convenient time. Check the lab hours for this semester. During your lab time you must complete 50 minutes per week (except the first week (since we attend the first as a class, for credit), and finals week. The work you will complete are the workbook and lab manuals that are available in the Supersite, in the Websam tab (online), and textbook activities in the Practice tab.  Other work permitted in the lab will be listed in the lab contract (provided by me).

You may log in to the Supersite at: http://www.vistas.vhlcentral.com/ 
Set up your account by going to http://www.vistas.vhlcentral.com/registration.php?flow_id=Register_1&initialize=1 
You will be prompted to provide two different codes. 
NOTE-The code you have in your text (attached to the hard cover) is referred to as a Passcode and the code found in the envelope is for the Websam. 
**No make-ups for lab hours are accepted unless preauthorized by the instructor**
25%       Tests               
You will take a total of 4 written tests after reviewing each chapter as scheduled in the course outline. Make-up tests are possible when I approve it. I will submit it to the tutoring center. 

I will include in the final exam information from chapter 5. You will not take a separate test for this chapter.
One way you can get ready for the test is if you complete the practice tests located in the Supersite under the Assessment tab. 

15%       Final Exam
Our final exam will be comprehensive covering lessons 1-5. It is a good idea to take good notes in class and organize your work for easy reference when studying for the final exam. This test is multiple-choice and will be given on the date stated in the Final Exam Schedule.
GRADE
The number of assignments may vary according to the pace of the course. Any changes will be notified. 
90-100%       
A
80-89%       
B
70-79%
C
60-69%
D
Below 59%     
F
 CLASSROOM POLICIES
Attendance
Your participation is important in this course. If you are present you participate, otherwise, you cannot duplicate the experience of working with your classmates, which is an essential part of language learning. Coming in late is a disruption. Please, arrive on time to avoid losing participation credit.
Your attendance record can be found in Blackboard, section of Tools, and then, Online Attendance. Check it on a regular basis and let me know of any discrepancies.

The college provides regulations in regards to this matter if you visit the following link:
http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=1048 

**Attendance & Dropping a Class (School’s policies)
Students may be dropped from class if they fail to attend the first class session of the semester. There are no institutionally approved excused absences for any reason. Only your instructor may excuse an absence. Absences caused by personal engagements, transportation delays and business affairs will not be excused, nor will absences from class to complete registration or add/drop activities….continues

A total of eight absences, consecutively or not, will result in dropping you from the course. 
Academic Honesty Guidelines
Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community. An academic honesty offense is defined as the act of lying, cheating, or stealing academic information so that one gains academic advantage.  Violations of the Academic Honesty Guidelines include but are not limited to: Cheating, Plagiarism, Misrepresentation. http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=1043 
Required Office Hours
After the results of some specific activities that I use for evaluating your performance show that you are having some difficulties with the material, I will request your presence in my office outside of class time. You will tell me the best time for you to come to my office and I will write down the appointment time. I expect to provide additional support including the review of material presented in class.
Spanish use in class 
Is my intention that you listen to Spanish and are forced to communicate in Spanish. At the beginning some spontaneous speech will be produced but some activities to help you practice pronunciation will be assigned. 
Extra Credit
This course allows you 10% in extra credit for the following activity:
Visiting the tutoring center for up to 30 minutes per week
A maximum of 16 visits can be possible for the whole semester.

Cell Phones
I will allow you the use of a cell phone for specific class activities, such as quizzes. I will also text you with notifications on class related information. If you do not have a cell phone, or texting service, notify me to discuss an alternative method of communication. I expect you to be responsible with your cell phone.

Resources

Counseling- Our mission is simple: Your Success is our Goal. http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=32
Financial Aid-We, the Financial Aid Professionals of Fresno City College, are committed to our students and the pursuit of their educational goals; … http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=33 

Library- http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=31 

DSP&S (Disabled Student Programs & Services (DSP&S)-…"enables" students with disabilities to successfully pursue their educational, vocational and personal goals. http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=345 

Tutorial Services (Tutorial Services)-Offers currently enrolled students a variety of FREE tutoring options. No appointments necessary. http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=922 

Notification of changes to syllabus
This syllabus is subject to modifications to adjust to your needs and pace of course. If I make any modification, you will receive an updated version or an addendum notifying you of the changes.
