L-2 CONTEXTOS
LEER: La elección de una carrera universitaria

(Text p. 48)

· On your text, read p. 48 about choosing a career.
· Then, answer the eight questions of “Cierto o Falso” 
· Complete this activity by submitting your answers in a piece of paper with your name.
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in the Spanish-speaking
world, tuition is almost free and thus public
universities see large enrollments. Spanish and
Latin American students generally choose their

carrera universitaria (major) around 18 years of
age—either the year before or upon entering the

university. In order to enroll, all students must
complete a high school degree, known as the
bachillerato. In countries like Bolivia, Mexico,
and Peru, the last year of high school (colegio®)
tends to be specialized toward an area of study,
such as the arts or natural sciences.
Students then
choose their major
according to their
area of specialization.
Similarly, universiy-
bound students in
Argentina follow
the polimodal track
during the last three
years of high school.
Polimodal refers to exposure to various
disciplines, such as business, social sciences, or
design; based on this coursework, Argentine
students choose their carrera. Finally, in Spain,
students choose their major according to the
score they receive on the prucba de aptitud
(skills test or entrance exam).

University graduates receive a licenciatura,
or bachelor’s degree. In Argentina or Chile, a

iy

Universidad Central de Venezuela en Caracas

licenciatura takes four to six years to complete,
and may be considered equivalent o a master’s
degree. In Peru and Venezuela, a bachelor’s
degree is a five-year process. Spanish and

Colombian licenciaturas take four to five years,
although some fields, such as medicine, require
six or more.

Estudiantes hispanos
en los EE.UU.
In the 2004-05 academic year, over 13,000 Mexican
students (2.3% of all intemational students) studied at
USS. universities. Colombians were the second largest
Spanish-speaking group, with over 7,000 students.

“iOjol €l colegio s a false cognate. in most countries, it means figh school, butin
Some regions efers 0 an elementary school. Al undergraduate sty takes place
atla universidad.




