Humanities 11 Take Home FINAL

Leonard Bernstein’s Candide is a 20th century adaptation of an 18th century novel by Voltaire that bluntly questioned the prevailing philosophy of the time: things happen for the best possible reasons.  Using these two works of art as a springboard for examining other works of art from the Renaissance to Modern Times, choose 2 of the following.  Type your response single-spaced.  Each question should have a 1-page response. This is due at the beginning of the period as your final.  There will be a Recognition Final during assigned period of your final.

1.  Cunegonde loves Candide but is willing to betray him for the sake of her own interests.  After the “bright stars” of the Renaissance, particularly Leonardo and Michelangelo, subsequent artists could hardly improve on the classical ideals.  Instead they chose to (as most moderns do to the generation that precedes them) forsake some of those ideals and go for something new and different.  This is the case with the Mannerists.  Respond to one of these prompts:

 

a.)    Compare Leonardo’s Last Supper with Tintoretto’s.

-or-

b.)    Compare Michelangelo’s Pieta  with Parmigianino’s.

 

2.  The old woman was the daughter of a Pope.  Her experiences are beyond belief for anyone who hears them, yet she is truthful and presses on.  She has often been close to suicide but she always finds a reason to live.  Many people could relate to that.  Respond to the following prompt:

Examine an altarpiece or trytpic (Campin or Ghent, Van Eyck, Bosch, etc.).  Analyze the ways it could afford hope and inspiration to a person living in the 15th century AND the 21st century. 

3.  Paquette gives Pangloss syphilis and eventually turns to prostitution to support herself, yet there is something almost innocent in her trust and loyalty.  In the same way, Caravaggio lives a damaged life but in an almost innocent way embraces the Catholic Counter-Reformation, and his paintings become memorable examples of the period. Examine a painting of the Counter-Reformation (the Baroque Period: Caravaggio, Gentileschi, etc.) and explain what you see.
4.  Candide is full of graphic accounts of the sexual exploitation of women.  The three main female characters are all raped and forced into sexual slavery.  The male characters value chastity in women but make it impossible for them to maintain this chastity.  Voltaire exposes this hypocrisy. How does Hogarth expose the hypocrisy of the 18th century in either Marriage a la Mode, Harlot’s Progress, or The Rake’s Progress?  

5.  Candide’s optimistic belief that this world is the “best of all possible worlds” is the primary target of the novel’s satire, and Candide’s faith in Dr. Pangloss’ undiluted optimism is repeatedly tested.

 

Take from any period covered from the Renaissance to modern time an artist, a writer, a philosopher, or a scientist whose work was reviled, questioned, tested during his/her time but whose same work is respected in our own time.  Explain who you have chosen and give examples of these tests.

6.  At the end Candide and his companions find happiness in their garden.  Pangloss says the garden is reminiscent of Eden.  However, here it is the end of their trials, not the beginning.  The characters do hard, simple work and in a way, life is easier than outside the garden where they have come.  Choose an artist, writer, and/or philosopher who exemplifies the same philosophy, that simply tending your own garden brings the most happiness, and explain how that artist’s work promotes this philosophy. 

Note: Added points (which may mean extra credit) for those who, in addition to answering the prompt, makes a direct connection with the Bernstein Candide.

