Midterm Online Essay

Remember the group discussions we had on the first day of class?  I have copied them here in case you did not keep that first copy.

· For the midterm essay, revisit the quotes from that first group discussion.   You’ll be looking at them now with half the semester under your belt.

· Choose one in particular.  

· Write a response to the quote you have chosen and illustrate your response with a Greek mythological character we have covered so far in the semester.

· No more than 2 pages, typed single-spaced and submitted electronically by 8AM Monday morning.

Issues:

1. Myths serve as the DNA of the human psyche. These primal patterns unfold in our daily lives as culture, mythology, religion, art, architecture, drama, ritual, epic, social customs and even mental disorders. 

2. It is only the mythologically wise community that finds ways to mediate and so re-focus the shadow sides of self and society. 

3. it is imperative that we understand the functions of mediation and integration that myth can provide for past, present, and future societies. 

4. Joseph Campbell has observed how mythology empowers the moral order and brings about both a shaping and a conciliation between individuals and the requirements of their differing climates, geography, cultures, and social groups. 

5. Myth assures us that the universe fits together, even though we may live in towering glass houses and get our dogma from editorials in the media. But when the mythological symbols no longer work, there is a pervading sense of alienation from society, often followed by a desperate quest to replace the lost meaning of our once-powerful myths. The demonic, shadow side of this questing can be a willingness to comply with totalitarian regimes when all else fails. Or it can mean returning to a primitivizing fundamentalism that reduces consciousness to a limiting if comforting notion of the way things work. 

6. Campbell noted, much has happened in the last three hundred years to cause the timeless universe of symbols and archetypes to collapse in upon itself in just the way black holes swallow stars in the far reaches of the galaxies. Power driven machines, instantaneous communication, the scientific method, economics, and politics have become the central and controlling power of most social units. Since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, these fascinations have pulled our focus away from the mystery of life; in some cases they have even invited us to pretend there no longer is a mystery. This has severely limited our awareness of the world of spirit and drugged us into a coma of forgetfulness. We have lost our capacity to tap into the greening power of the symbolic and mythic resources of humankind. Gods, myths, and metaphors have been abandoned, then blamed for being dead. 

7. Myth waters our every conscious act. It is the very sea of the unconscious. 

8. Because of its affinity to the Creative Principle itself, myth not only excites our understanding, it evokes our own passionate creativity. 

9. A myth is something that never was but is always happening. 

10. Mythic themes are rampant in modern life. In the Middle East we find Dragon Kings snorting fire from the latest unnatural weaponry to protect their black gold from pale corporate prices. Drugs seep into the veins of those who could be heroes, tendering them as pathetic and dysfunctional as those in ancient tales who were lured to sip the poisoned brew of mad magicians, or were frozen into immobility at the sight of the Gorgon’s writhing snakes. 

11. Suggestions, warnings, and genuine guidance are encoded in mythology that we would be foolish to ignore. 

12. One of the foremost functions of myth is to establish models for behavior.
13. Mythological beings are still being created today. One modern myth, Frankenstein, is an abominable, part-human creature resulting from a scientist who has lost touch with any moral sense. Another modern myth is the android, a machine which resembles a human in ever other way, but does not actually exist in reality. However, one of the primary reasons they are considered in science fiction, now, is because they represent the idea of a rational machine attempting to be human. Both examples, although they do not exist, introduce moral questions which are useful to humans.

14. Is truth absolute or relative? If absolute, how would you define it? Would everyone agree with you? If relative, wouldn't some say your truth is a falsehood? 

Sources: Jean Houston The Hero and the Goddess (and various other sources)

