Classical Mythology: Introduction

The Nature of the Greek Divine 
     Qualities of Greek Literary Myth       

Major Periods of Greek Myth      Ways of Interpreting Myth
If a horse or lion or a slow ox
had agile hands for paint and sculpture,
the horse would make his god a horse
Xenophanes
Sources
Homer

Hesiod

Aeschylus

Sophocles

Euripides

Apollodorus

Vergil

Ovid

Greek nature of the divine

Monotheism

Polytheism

Pantheon 

Anthropomorphism

Mount Olympus

Numinous

Ta hiera

Ichor

Nectar and ambrosia

Qualities of Greek Literary Myth

Myth

Legend

Folktales

Folklore

Hellas (Hellene, Hellenic)

Humanism

Individualism and competitiveness

Major Periods of Greek History

Indo-European

Minoan

Mycenaean

Iron Age  (Dark Ages)

Archaic and Classical Periods

Ways of Interpreting Myth

Archaic views

Classical views

Xenophanes

Anaxagoras

Euhemerus

Allegory

Hellenistic theories

Externalist theories: Myth as a product of environment

Nature myths

Myth and ritual

The charter theory

Myth and etiology

Internalist Theories: Myth as product of the mind

Freudian Theory

Id

Ego

Superego 

Jung’s archetypal myths

