Clips from
Four Contemporary Versions of Oedipus

Oedipus Mayor is a 1996 Colombian film directed by Jorge Ali Triana.  It is set in 20th Century Colombia amidst rebel wars of contemporary Colombia, which are supposed to represent the Theban plagues.  In this clip, Oedipus discusses with the widow , Jocasta, the need to find Laius’ killers.  They begin to fall in love.

Stratford Shakespearean Festival, sponsored by the Foundation of Canada.  This is a 1957 version originally written by William Butler Yeats.  The actors wear masks as when the Greeks performed it during the time of Sophocles.  In this clip, Oedipus is confronted by Tiresius.

Pasolini’s Oedipus Rex was filmed in the summer of 1967 and shot mostly in Morocco.  In this clip, we see what actually happened to Oedipus as a baby.

Stravinsky’s opera-oratorio won many awards following its staging at the Saito Kinen Festival in Japan in 1992.  It uses modern elements of ancient Greek masks and costume.  In this clip we see and hear Oedipus and Creon, played by Bryn Terfel.

Oedipus Mayor: Oedipus and Tiresius

Stratford Shakespearean Festival: Jocasta unsuccessfully trying to assure Oedipus that Tiresius does not know what he’s talking about.

Pasolini: Oedipus and Tiresius in the next 2 clips.

Stravinksy: Here Oedipus recounts what has happened to him, starting with the confrontation in the chariot with Laius.  This was directed and designed by Julie Taymor who also designed the musical LION KING.  This is considered to be one of the most visually compelling stagings of opera in the 20th century.

Oedipus Mayor: The conclusion.  This drama was co-written by Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

Stratford Shakespearean Festival: The conclusion.  This production makes careful use of the chorus, which takes on a character of its own.

Pasolini: The conclusion.  Here Oedipus takes on some of the attributes of Tiresius, including his guide.

Stravinsky: The conclusion.  There are two Oedipuses (Oedipi?) in this production, the opera tenor and the dancer.  Here they seem to merge.  This opera was sung in Latin, but the chorus and a narrator sang and spoke in Japanese.
