English 3: LOGICAL FALLACIES

FALLACIES OF AMBIGUITY

· Equivocation: using a word in two senses so that it shifts meaning

(e.g. “They were passing out pills and asked if I was straight.  I said no.  I’ve got great curves and I’m proud of them.”

FALLACIES OF RELEVANCE

· Ad Hominem (Poisoning the Well): personal attack instead of attending the argument

(e.g. “You’re from a blue state.  You can’t possibly understand what this country needs.”

· Ad Populum (Band Wagon): mob appeal, appeal to popular emotion

(e.g. “It’s a ‘G’ Thing.”)

· Ad Misericordium: appeal to pity instead of to argument

(e.g. “If I don’t pass this class, I’ll lose my financial aid.”)

· Red Herring: distracting the argument by diverting it to something else

(e.g. “Fine.  I’m late.  But two weeks ago you didn’t show up at all.”)

· Non sequitur: irrelevant conclusion not suggested by the premises

(e.g. “It’s hot outside so people are watching television right now.”)

FALLACIES OF PRESUMPTION

· Begging the Question/Circular Reasoning: assuming the conclusion, often restated in synonymous terms

(e.g. “He’s annoying because he bothers me.”)

· False Dilemma (Either/Or): false dichotomy or division

(e.g. “If you don’t finish dental school, you’ll be a failure the rest of your life.”)

FALLACIES OF WEAK INDUCTION

· Appeal to Authority: assuming that because a person is an authority in one field, he is in another as well; also, giving up an argument entirely to one authority.

(e.g. “I bought this oil for my car because Arnold Palmer recommends it.”)

· Unknowable Statistic: assuming a statistic as general knowledge

(e.g. “Everyone knows compared to brunettes, blondes are dumb.”)

· Lack of Contrary Evidence (Appeal to Ignorance): accepting an argument because there’s no evidence against it

(e.g. “He must be the best candidate because no one else stepped up.”)

· Hasty Generalization: accepting an argument on insufficient sampling

(e.g. “All people over 70 have arthritis.  My grandpa is over 70 and he has it.”)

· Post Hoc Ergo Propter Hoc: first this, therefore because of this

(e.g. “The last time I fell in love I was in Hawaii.  I’m booking another flight there.”)

· Slippery Slope: a chain of causal claims that grow progressively worse

(e.g. “Give them an inch and they’ll take a mile.”)

· False Analogy: points of comparison are insufficient to support the conclusion

(e.g. “You can’t pound a square peg into a round hole and you can’t teach a dyslexic to read.”)

