English 3 COURSE DESCRIPTION
Instructor:

Judy Ryan

442-4600 Ext.8107   judy.ryan@fresnocitycollege.edu 

Faculty Office #16

Office Hours TTh 7-8AM

Text:


All material for this course is accessible either in the library or online, mostly online.

Attendance:

At the end of the semester an Attendance/Participation score will be added worth 10%.  Dropping is the responsibility of the student, but I reserve the right to drop any student I haven’t seen or heard from for two class meetings in a row.

Make-up:

There is no make-up allowed in this class for missed assignments and writing; however, for some assignments you have 24 hours to pin work to my office door or to put it in my box at the Humanities Office without penalty.  What happens in class cannot be made up.  

The equivalent of one class assignment is added to your final score to mitigate attendance hiccups.  If your attendance is perfect, you still get the credit.  This usually works out to 20-40 points.

Some exceptions are made to large-point tests/assignments missed if notice is given in advance either in person or by phone/e-mail message.

Cheating and plagiarism:

Any student who passes someone else’s work off as his or her own, no matter how minor, will be summarily flunked from this course.  Any student who participates in cheating by allowing another student to copy his or her work will also be summarily flunked.

If there is any question about what is cooperative learning work and what is plagiarism, please ask.

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is to develop critical thinking skills in reading and writing beyond English 1A. 
Learning Outcomes:
· read and critically evaluate college-level material taken from a variety of sources on themes from different content areas
· identify the structure of arguments, explicit and implied, underlying the texts
· evaluate and use valid and sound arguments, inductive and deductive;

· identify reports, inferences, and value judgments, to distinguish factual knowledge from opinion
· identify and avoid common special appeals and fallacies (including formal fallacies)
· distinguish and use denotative and connotative language
· identify and avoid the abusive aspects of common rhetorical strategies
· draw sound inferences from available information
· research source materials, evaluating and selecting appropriate evidence for writing
· prepare information from sources by selecting quotes and writing summaries, paraphrases, critical analyses, and synthesis of information from various sources
· develop and organize sentences, paragraphs, and essays for clarity by effective manipulation of mechanics, grammar, and diction
· write and speak appropriately documented essays (using all of the above) to deal with ideas by definition, evaluation, interpretation, and persuasion.

Assignments:

Material covered this semester will include logical fallacies; inductive and deductive reasoning; ethos, pathos, logos; British Debates; ethics; and readings from Plato, the Iliad, Shakespeare, Gardner, Swift, Aristotle, King, Burke, Bloom, Toulmin, Thoreau, Descartes, Jefferson; and more.

Quizzes are a way to assess how well students are picking up new information.  They happen regularly and often in this class. 

The final is cumulative.  The material in the final is largely gleaned from quizzes.

Evaluation:

Grades are determined by a point system.  Grade reviews will be given four times in the semester. Total points are around 1000. The following percentages are approximations.  

The points listed are approximations:

“This I Believe” and written papers: 10-15%

In-class assignments, group work, quizzes: 50-56%

British Debates: 9-12%

Final: 10-12%

Attendance/Participation: 10%

