British Debates Protocol
Introduction of proposal by the Chair

Proposing team:  -6 minutes






Opposing team: -6 minutes

Responses from the floor




Debate Teams prep -8 minutes

Opposing team captures the point: -15 minutes




Proposing team: -15 minutes

Chair conducts the vote

· Every person on your team is responsible for debate, research, and responses.  The more visible participation, the higher the score for the debate.

· All relevant terms should be defined and all definitions brought out by the other team needs to be addressed.

· Debaters are referred to as “the Honorable Proposer” and the “Honorable Opposer.”  The issue is the “proposition.”

· If a member of your group is absent, that person receives no points for the debate that day unless at least two members of the group petition for partial or whole credit for the absent person.
· If a member of your group is present but has made no effort to keep in touch with the team or attend online or in person meetings outside of class, it is the prerogative of the team to request reduced points for that person.
· The Honorable Chair is a non-participating time keeper and host who receives credit for his/her team.

· Responders from the floor must stand and identify themselves: “Thank-you, Honorable Chair, I am ____________ from ____________”  If this is not done, no points are given to that person’s team.
· Responses from the floor are individual, not group-driven, but points accumulate for the entire group.

· It is considered good form to acknowledge the opposing perspective before presenting your own.

· The final vote is in response to the proposition, not the debaters and is not reflected in the points in any way. 
· Grades and notes will be distributed at the following class meeting.
