Oral Narrative Assignment

· Collect 4 oral narratives per team.  You may use one from each of you, and two more from strangers.  (Children are generally not a good fit for this assignment since their sense of the oral narrative has not necessarily developed yet.)
· You might need to give the stranger a prompt. “Tell us something that happened to you today that you aren’t likely to forget.”  “What has happened here at school that makes you smile?”  “What was an embarrassing thing you did?”  Etc.

· Try to keep the stories clean and relatively short.  Ideally, the stories should be told in less than a minute.  

· Transcribe the narratives TRIPLE-SPACED.  Ideally each narrative should be a page and a half long.  

· Devise a title of some sort for each story.

· Include everything they say, including repeats, fumbled words, “um.”

· Include gestures, exaggerations, and interruptions using brackets.

· In the upper right corner, put your names; next line, the approximate age of the speaker and gender; next line, where you collected the narrative

Example (partial story):

Tod Berringer

Michelle Reisner

College-age male

Collected in front of the library

The Date


This was the most embarrassing date of my life.  I’m already red.  I had this date with this girl.  She was absolutely beautiful.  I told you about her.  She was a Homecoming Queen and was Miss Kings County.  She was in the Miss U.S. …no, Miss, uh, ummm Miss California Pageant.  [interruption: “Miss California, wow…”]  Yeh. [nods vigorously]  Anyway, and, uh, we were going out to a concert to see George Carlin and out to dinner with these other couples…
