Donner Activity Issues and Interviews

INTERVIEWS:
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JAMES REED

MARGARET REED

WILLIAM EDDY

LEWIS KESEBERG
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HASTINGS

JOHN SNYDER

PATRICK DOLAN

OTHER:_______________

OTHER:_______________

ISSUES:

· What are the “What ifs” that could have diverted the Donner Party disaster?

· Let’s assume there are heroes and villains here.  Who would the heroes be in this history and why, and who are the villains and why?

· Discuss “cooperation” vs. “isolation” in this history.

· Divide Protestant from Catholic and the ethnicities in this history and express if you believe, as King does, that prejudice existed both among the Donner party members and the historians who wrote about them later.

· What role did the Indians play in this story and what ironies do you see throughout the Donner saga involving the Indians?

· What role did money and possessions play in this story and what ironies do you see throughout?

· Why do you think only women survived the Snowshoe Party, and how do you account for the overall inequality of the mortality rate?

· Analyze Keseberg’s life after the tragedy and express an opinion compared to how he was portrayed in the newspapers at the time and histories that followed.

